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To the READER, 


l - 1. A forn as I providentially heard the Revd My, 


F FN jobn Weſley preach free, univerſal Saluati- | 
_ on by Faith in Feſus Chrift alone, neceſſarily productiue 
| of all manner of good Works, it pleaſed the Lord merci. 


So "Fully to open my_Eyes, to ſhake my carnal Security, and 
Hen me the Weakneſs of the Doctrine of that pretended 
infallible Church I had fo long proſe} myſelf a Member of. 

2. Ana d to find I had hitherto Fnown nothing of 
Chriftianity, till it pleaſed the Guide of good Men and 
= Angels to bring me within the Sound of this godly Man's 

Pioice, I could not help ſaying with Foy, This is the 

* Lord's Doing, and it is marvellous in our Eyes. Since 

avhat the Wit and Eloquence of many learned Men in 
Cambridge, where, by Licence of the Vice-chancellor, 1 
had taught the French Language near two Years, could 
not do auith all the Force of Argument, God had done in 
an Hour. We praiſe Thee, O God, we acknowledge 
Wes to be the Lord. 8 . 
3. Finding, after flri#ly ſearching the Oracles of God to 
fee if Things were really ſo, that what this zealous _ 
Champion for the Lord of Hoſts taught from the Puljit, © 
© and what he had ⁊urote in his Sermon on Salvation by 
= Faith, ” ri before the Univerſity of Oxford; and 

13 his Diſcourſe on the Doctrine of Salvation, Faith and 

IF good Works, was exactly conſonant to the Diftates of the 

Holy Ghoſt ; yet contrary to the dogmatical Faith of the 
great Council of Trent, the very Bulwark and Standard 

= of the Church of Rome; I avas firuck with Admira- 

dien, and thoroughly convinced, that unleſs 1 believed 

ia felt what be, gr rather. God thro him, laid down 

= for true Chriſtianity, I ſhould be damned, in Spight of 

PE all my good Works, Confeffions, Indulgencies, holy Peri- 

Fiat, and Abſolutions, „„ 5 

I 4. But how did I flifle this Conviftion? ¶ fled and bid 

mnyſetf near two Tears, till it pleaſed Gnd once more to 

Fri the Prodigal back, after much Sorrow and Tribu- 

gation both in Body ans Mid to the Voice of his Mini- 

__ eur of rejoicing at the | 
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Sim, 
Doubt not but you may yet pe re- 
member how often weprais'd, when we. 


| were beyond Seas, the regular Oeconomy of 
our Worſhip, and admired the ſweet Har- 
mony of all the religious Orders of Men and 


and Women in the Church; how emulous 


wie were of their ſeemingly happy State, and 
apparent Contentment, particularly of 
Who outwardly appeared, at leaſt to us, mor- 


tify d Men, truly covetous of Eternity, pro- 
dial of this miſerable Life, and certain of 


a future in the Manſions of Holineſs, Like 
wiſe, how I propoſed to you the ee 


plain Queſtions. 


(1.) Whether a penitent had 2 not Power to 


change one ſpiritual Director for a more . 


ritual, were he Roman Catholic, or Pro- 


teſtant Catholic? 


(2,) Whether any S Student in 


foreign Vnoiverſities might not, when he 


ks 2 * . 
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pleaſed, tranſmigrate from one College to 
another, for the Sake of abler Tutors, Ma- 


ſters, or Guardians? -- 


2. Theſe Queries, or the Subject of Matter | 


of them, you candidly anſwered in the af- 
firmative, and honeſtly told me, if I re- 
member well, Our. Church could by no 
Means help diſpenſing with one ſtrict Life 
for a ſtricter, be 
or in London. 
3. This fair Confeſſion of the Truth embol- 


dens me to declare, even to you, my anci- 


ent ghoſtly Father, and to all Men, whe- 
ther Romiſh Catholics, Church of England 
Catholics, or Gene va Catholics, that 2 a 


ſtrict and impartial View of my paſt Bs 


I at preſent find myſelf :ndiſpentibly oblige 
to alter my Courſe, and by his Help pave. 
the Road for a thorough Reformation. 

4. However, tho' I have rejected you and 
all my former Guides for one I experimen- 
rally know to be much more ſpiritual, yet 


I would not have you think I have conceiv- 


ed a Pique at you, or any Individual of your 
Church ; neither would I have you raſh in 

” Judging your ſuppoſed degenerate Son, be- 
cauſe I ſtill profeſs myſelf united with the 


= regenerate Part of your Church, as well as. 
with the Regenerate of the Church of Eng- 
E Hndor Church of Scotland, being fully per- 
ſuaded bare Names change not the Na- 


On 


ture and * of Things. 
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it where it will, in Rome, 


— - a 


(5) 

On the contrary, the Step have taken, 
following nakedly a naked Redeemer, ſprings 
from a ſtrong Conviction, that tho* I have 
zealoully viſited the Threſholds of the holy 


Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul, had the Bleſ- | 


ſing and Abſolution of the preſent Pope in 
Perſon, all the Indulgencies granted to Pil- 


grims perſonally praying before the Shrines, 
and at the Sepulchres of the Saints and 
Chriſtian-Martyrs ; ; tho? I have paid my De- 

votions alſo to the Regina & porta cali, re- 


fugiumque peccatorum, Queen and Gate of 
Heaven, and Refuge ofS 


ther according to the Fleſh, O thou King 


and Gate of Heaven, and only immediate | 
Refuge of all the ſinful World.) fo 


* 0 Tho I have kiſs'd the very Bricks of het 
Nazarine' Chamber, whoſe Cling, Sides 


and Corniſhes are cover'd with Gold, Sil- 


ver, and precious Stones; the Gifts: of 


Popes, Emperors and Kings, I ſell find 


myſelf as abominable in the Sight of God, 


a8 if 1 had never ſtirred out of my native 


Country; and that with all my Confeſſi- 


ons of my Sins, to you and the Penitentiary 
Prieſts both at Rome and Loretto, who have 
the Pope's own Power of the Keys to ab- 


ſolve all Sinners whatever from all Crimes 
whatever, I knew nothing of Jeſus Chr 


and him crucified, but -wholly . 


true inward of Religion, and 1 
1 Holineſs, 5 


inners at Loretia 
(Such were the Names I gave thy holy Mo- 


— 
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rible Day of the Lord. 


the Virgin-Mother, levelling her with 'the 


Breviar "533 
N. cum prole Pia, 


| - Benegicat Vir o Maria, 

es bleſs us, and Mary bleſs us : or, Let 
Mary bleſs us, with her Yale Offspring. 

8. But all this had not the leaſt Effect on 
my corrupt Heart; for I lived according to 
Man, I thought of Time not of Eternity, 1 
knew no Felicity but my Belly; 31 was arrogant, 
bold, haughty, proud, ambitious, impudent, 
| vnmerciful, unjuſt, hard-hearted, untracta- 


nate, curious, rebellious, diſobedient: a 'Lyar, 
"a Swearer, a Drunkard, a Fornicator, a 

Blaſphemer, a Scoffer, a H pocrite 3 3 I was 
treacherous, I was . |, a great Ad- 
mirer and Lover of myſelf; yet in the midſt 
of all, I was told by you and ſome of my 

other Ghoftly Fathers, that I ſhould get to 


erhaps you will ſay, I had many Oppor- 
nities abroad. of. amending my ill pen nt 
le. But I beg you would not be ſurpriz d 
| 14 vou where? e 1 3 "ou — in 
: me 


- Helineß, without which a Form of Godli- 
neſs will avail us little in the great and ter- 


7. I believe indeed you ated according to 
the Light you had in teaching me, to mum- 
ble with my Lips, a few Prayers to God, or 
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Bleſſed Zeſt. N time 1 utter v from the 


ble, inconſtant, Felcle, contentious, . obſti- 


115 by performing your Injunctions. 
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ſome religious Convent? Nay”; but 10 
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God touch the Heart, all the Diſcipline of a 


monaſtical Life, will help but little in the 4 
Converſion of a Sinner; Conderſio Cordis, © 


the Converſion of the Heart to God, Con- 
ſequently, _ 
Y Ti is not the Deſart, or 2b Cell, _ 
Can hide me from my Pain: 5 Fj k he k 
1 carry with me my own Hell, 
pile Self and Pride remain. 10 


9. For I myſelf have been ſtaggering witly 


Liquor, more than once, in the Seraphical 


Habit, ſo called, of St. Francis, which 1 


wore Night Sh. Day from June 24, 1732, 
till Auguſi 1733, at Douay in French Flan- 


ders: The Truth of What ! fay is known to 
many now in London, who then wore | the 


fame Dres. 


10. Now — kt you ſeg beg youd 
Seas, to learn a Chriſtian Life, if your fe 
eft Orders be as much given to Wine, Glut- 
tony and Swearing, with their cab e 
Vices, as any unbelieving Worldling? 

11. Even in London where, of all Men, Mit 
fionary Prieſts ought to be the moſt exact, 


and 3 of their Character, I cd l 


you (if you have not already been amongſt 
Hand to a publick Rendezvous, known both 


to Superiors and Inferiors, where you max, 


find them moſt Nights, gaming, guzzling, 
and ſwearing with as much Gout + as 400 mh 


Bur 


9 


denial and Mortification, gladly ſuffer the 


| Chan, Rep proach, and Contempt of this 


orld, for the Name of Jeſus the Captain 


of their Salvation; hate their own Eaſe, re- 
gard no temporal Things, renounce all, with- 

out vowing Franciſcan Poverty ; fly. the 
World, without running to the Deſart, or 
the Cell; curb the Defires of the Fleſh, 
without the help of Diſciplines ; and place | 


all their Happineſs in God alone, by whom 


= they are what they are, in Meekneſs, Love, 


and Brotherly CRIMEY 3 z in Patience and 


 Long-ſuffering. 


13. Let how far are theſe 1 Glory 
to themſelves, according to that Doctrine 
of your Church, contained in the 24th Ca- 


: non of the 6th Seſſion of the Council of 


Trent, in theſe very Words: Si quis dixerit, 


bona Opera Frufus ſolummodo, & Signa eſſe 


Fuſtificationis adeptæ, non autem ipfius Cau- 


fam, Anathema fit, - If any one ſhall ſay, 

that good Works are no more than the 
Fruits of Juſtification, and not the Cauſe 
thereof, let him be accurſed, Yea, Lord, 
1 readily ſubmit to be.anathematiz'd by this 


Council, and all its 3 7 757 than 


12. But muſt I thence infer, becauſe the Con- 
ventual and Eremitical Clergy of the Romiſb 
Perſuaſion lead ſuch Lives, that there are no 
real Chriſtians upon Earth? God forbid; I 

know, God has even in this City, who by 
his Grace, walk in Simplicity, ſtudy Self- 


Bios 


* 
challenge to myſelf any Part of my Salvas 


tion ſo wonderfully wrought out and pur- 


chaſed by thy dear Son, in whom we have 
Redemption ttiro* his Blood, even the For- 
giveneſs of Sins, When I followed you, -F 
believ*d you the beſt of Men. But I have 
now found thoſe who are what you only 
feem'd. Nor will it avail to ſay, that all 
Hereticks, at their firſt ſetting out, affect a 
particular Sanctity of Life, by which, like . 
Wolves in true Sheep's Cloathing, they may 
the more eaſily delude the Ignorant. For 
thoſe of whom I ſpeak are no Hereticks at 
all (unleſs as you term all Proteſtants ſo.) 
No. All Hereticks deviate from ſome fun- 


damental Point, or Doctrine of the true 


Chriſtianity taught 3 in Scripture; - Whereas 
theſe do all vehemently hold the common 
Principles of Chriſtianity. The plain, old 
Chriſtianity, that, they teach and ſtand to, 
deteſting all other Marks of nib hm co. 
but to be inwardly and outwardly 
form'd to the holy Will of God as reveal; 
in his Written Word. 

14. J have neither Leiſure, Inclination nor 
Ability to enter with you into the Depth 
of the Controverſy between the Church of 
England, whereof I have for ſome time pro- 
else myſelf, and the Church of Rome. Only 
permit me to aſk, if we be regenerated ane 
born anew by the Holy Ghoſt, believing all 
that is is written in the Seripture, -need 


3 +. + 

© we foar being loſt becauſe we give not equal. 

| Goodie to Oral Traditions? 

If we make a Conſcience of bann 
8 God. the Sovereign Diſpenſer of 

all good Gifts, ſhall we periſh becauſe we 

render no religious Worſhip; Reverence 
call it Dalia, Hyperdulia, or by whatever 
Name you pleaſe, to Relicks, Images, 1 
tures? _ 

16. If we pray to God with our Hearts, as 
well as with our Lips, as our Bleſſed Saviour 
has taught us, ſhall we incur his Diſpleaſure 

becauſe we invocate no Saint or Angel ? 
No other Help I know, 
VI withdraw myſelf from thee, 
l whither ſhall Igo? 

1 If we, according to Chriſt's own Inſti- 
tution, receive the holy Communion of his 
Body and Blood in both Kinds, ſhall we for 
ſo doing, draw upon us the dreadful Anger 
of a juſt God, becauſe the Council of Con- 
ſtance robb'd us of the Cup? Which indeed 
the good Council of Trent reſtored, if the 
Pope will acquieſce in their gracious Grant. 
18. Let God, Sir, be true and every Man 
a Lyar, who dares aſſert in ſpight of the 
Word of God, that he who believes and is 
baptiz'd, whether in Rome, Paris, London 
or Madrid; or whether he be in Commu- 
nion with the Pope, or Arch-Biſhop of 
Cunterbury, ſhall not be ſav'd: Or that he 
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Landed, or Madrid ; or whether he be in 
Communion with the Pope, or Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury, ſhall not be damn d. 5 
19. I deſire to confeſs to all Mankind my 
Confidence and Dependance on Chriſt alone, 
for Redemption, without the Interceſſion of 
. {| Saints or Angels; I deſire we may provoke one 
as another to good Works, without laying the 
A leaſt Streſs on them for our Salvation, becauſe 
ure ſuch aGift is not given us for what we do, or 
have done, but for what Chriſt has been moſt -- 
mercifully pleaſed to do for us, and ftill 
does at the Right Hand of God the Father. 
Not to us Lord Jeſus, not to us but to thy 
Aj. Death and Paſſion, be all the Glory for ever 
his and ever, Amen. I deſire to join all the 
Faithful upon Earth, and the innumerable 
Company of Saints and Angels in Heaven, 
in praiſing the common Lord of all the 
World, whoſe Love, forfeited by the Sin 
of Adam our Head and Repreſentative, Chriſt 
has regain'd even to the Ungodly, and him 
that worketh not, by his precious Blood, 
which juſtifies every one that ſincerely turns 
to God through him. And unleſs God the 
Father accept us in the Beloved, in whom 
he is well pleaſed with all the returning, fell = 
condemn*d Sinners, we with all our good 
Works, Abſolutions and Indulgencies, mu 4 
£9 quick into Hell. 2 
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20. Away then with our Merits; away with 
the ſuper-abundant Works of religious Men 
and Women, which of themſelves. can nen 
ther ſave the Doer, nor help others; I de- 
fire Chriſt may be all in all to me, to whom 
be Glory, Honour, Might, Majeſty and Do- 


minion, now and for ever, Amen. 15 
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